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BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS

A Mother-of-pearl Shell Disk of Sen-wosret III

IN Studies presented to F. LI. Griffith, pp. 388 fI., there is a paper by H. E. Winlock on Pearl Shells
of Sen-wosret I describing 28 mother-of-pearl shell disks, of which 15 are inscribed with the

prenomen (@ ) and 12 with the nomen (1]~ ). From this he concluded that, since

the prenomen of no other king Sen-wosret has turned up, it is safe to assume that all 27 shells
bear one name or other of the same king Kheper-ka-Re Sen-wosret I. He mentioned one other disk
of that king’s successor Amen-em-hat I and said that there, as far as he knew, the series ended.
It is, therefore, interesting to place on record that, among the Sudan Government’s share of the
finds made by the Harvard-Boston expedition in 1928 at Uronarti (Gezirat el-Melik) in Wadi Halfa
district, there is an exactly similar shell disk perforated with two holes, on which is incised, more
roughly than those depicted in Dr. Winlock’s pl. 62, a cartouche supported on each side by a uraeus

and containing the prenomen of Sen-wosret I1I (oa {41t 1 . This is registered in the Khartoum
antiquities collection catalogue as No. 3044. A. J. ARKELL

A Suggestion regarding the Construction of the Pyramids

WHEN visiting the Société Nationale du Papier at Aboukir near Alexandria recently, I saw several
pyramids, 40 to 50 feet high, constructed of bales of rice straw. Rice straw is one of the principal
raw materials of this important factory and large amounts have to be stored ready for use in the
manufacture of various grades of strawboard. As we passed these pyramids I noticed that there
was an entrance, about 4 or 5 feet wide and 6 or 7 high, on one side of each pyramid. I asked the
manager, Mr. Donald Parkin, if this was the entrance to a shelter in which the workmen rested,
but was told that it was through these entrances that the bales were carried during the construction
of the pyramids, which were built from the inside. I therefore made a closer examination and found
that what looked like a small chamber was a sloping passage or tunnel leading right into the interior
of the pyramid. Apparently, in constructing the base of the pyramid, an opening is left in one side
and a sloping passage is made from this opening nearly to the other side of the pyramid. All the
bales are carried up this internal ramp (which had a slope of about 20°) and the building of the
pyramid is continued from the inside. When the structure has risen about 6 or 7 feet above the floor
of the passage, a few lengths of timber or iron are placed across the passage, which is then roofed in
with the bales which will form part of the next layer. The result is a sloping tunnel through the
lower part of the pyramid. The passage is then made to turn on itself at an acute angle till the next
layer of the pyramid has been built and is again roofed in. This goes on till the top of the pyramid
is reached, all the construction having been carried out by taking the bales up this sloping, zigzag
tunnel, which is like an internal staircase without any steps. Mr. Parkin informed me that this was
the local Egyptian labourers’ own method of construction; they had been told merely to stack the
bales. Have they unwittingly adopted some hereditary, traditional method of construction, handed
down through the centuries from the building of the Pyramids, and does this throw any light on
one, at least, of the methods by which those enormous monuments were built? It will be seen that
the method is much more economical in labour and materials than one based on external ramps,
which must have reached enormous dimensions. I shall be interested to learn if this suggestion is

new to Egyptian archaeologists.
J. E. G. Harris



